DAVID Y. IGE
Governor

SCOTT E. ENRIGHT
Chairperson, Board of Agriculture

SHAN S. TSUTSUI
Lt. Governor

PHYLLIS SHIMABUKURO-GEISER
Deputy to the Chairperson

State of Hawaii
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
1428 South King Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814-2512
Phone: (808) 973-9600 FAX: (808) 973-9613

TESTIMONY OF SCOTT E. ENRIGHT
CHAIRPERSON, BOARD OF AGRICULTURE

BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

FEBRUARY 9, 2017
8:30 A.M.
CONFERENCE ROOM 325

HOUSE BILL NO. 1557
RELATING TO COMPOSTING

Chairperson Lee and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill No. 1577. The purpose of
this bill is to establish a two-year on-site campus composting pilot project in the
department of education schools. The Department of Agriculture supports this measure
as it relates to increasing nutrient recycling for building healthy soils and using
agriculture as a platform to educate students in science, technology, engineering, and

math.

Act 218 (SLH 2015) established a Farm to School Program within the
Department of Agriculture, directing the Farm to School Coordinator to “address the
issues of supply, demand, procurement, and consumption of Hawaii-grown foods in
state facilities” (HRS §141-11(b)). One of the five goals of the program is to
“[[@a]ccelerate garden and farm-based education for the State’s public school students”
HRS 8141-11(a)(4). Through our Farm to School Coordinator’s work with community
members, school principals, Department of Education’s Facilities Branch, and
Department of Health, the lack of regulatory clarity and policy guidance has been

identified as a barrier to composting programs in public schools.



The Department of Agriculture acknowledges the importance of increasing soil
health with nutrient cycling as a low-cost alternative to imported soil amendments, which
decreases input costs to producers. Funding such a pilot project in the Department of
Education is an opportunity to invest in articulating legal requirements of campus
composting activities while collaborating on effective policy to safely guide on-site

composting projects.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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DAVID Y. IGE
GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWAT'|
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
P.O. BOX 2360
HONOLULU, HAWAI'I 96804

Date: 02/09/2017

Time: 08:30 AM

Location: 325

Committee: House Energy & Environmental
Protection

Department: Education
Person Testifying: Kathryn S. Matayoshi, Superintendent of Education
Title of Bill: HB 1577 RELATING TO COMPOSTING.

Purpose of Bill: Establishes a composting pilot project in DOE schools. Establishes a
pilot project working group. Appropriates funds.

Department's Position:

The Department of Education (Department) supports HB 1577 to create a composting pilot
project in Hawaii public schools. Together with our farm-to-school and "green" efforts, this
measure will foster student learning and positive social practices integral to sustainable living in
our world today.

Further, the Department requests that the passage of this measure does not replace or
adversely impact priorities indicated in our Board of Education-approved budget.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony on HB 1577.



VIRGINIA PRESSLER, M.D.
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH

DAVID Y. IGE
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII

STATE OF HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
P. 0. Box 3378 WRITTEN TESTIMONY

Honolulu, HI 96801-3378 ONLY
doh.testimony@doh.hawaii.gov

Testimony in SUPPORT of HB 1577
RELATING TO COMPOSTING

REPRESENTATIVE CHRIS LEE, CHAIR
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Hearing Date: February 9, 2017 Room Number: 325
Time: 8:30 AM.

Fiscal Implications: This bill has no significant fiscal implications.

Department Testimony: The department supports this bill. The Sanitation Branch is willing to

become a member of the composting pilot project working group with the Department of

Education.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 9:14 AM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: milholen.jennifer@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/8/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese?‘t at
Hearing
: : Kokua Hawalii
Jennifer Milholen Eoundation Support Yes

Comments: Please consider the justifications for passing this bill, which | can more fully
articulate in person. 1) Creates a hands-on learning experience about food sovereignty
and soil building for students. 2) Schools that have implemented this show high
engagement by students. 3) Keiki need to understand science, resource management,
and the economies involved through learning laboratories that engage them in the
process outside of the books. 4) There is potential for the DOE to cut its disposal pickup
frequency and tipping fees by 50%, resulting in an estimated 7-10 million fewer pounds
of wet, organic waste and paper entering Hawaii’s landfills and incinerator(s). 5)
Governor Ige, as well as the Aloha+ Challenge, have called for doubling local food
production by 2020. For this to work, students have to be engaged early to learn about
building soil through composting and utilizing organic resources. The Aloha+ Challenge
calls for reducing the solid waste stream prior to disposal by 70 percent by 2030 through
source reduction, recycling, bioconversion, and landfill diversion methods. This goal,
signed by the Governor, four county Mayors, Office of Hawaiian Affairs, State
Legislature, and Hawai‘i Green Growth public-private partners across the state, has no
hope of being achieved unless the largest sources of waste, like DOE, are addressed.
6) On-site composting systems and programs provided a much-needed opportunity for
students to practice diverting resources to their highest and best use and watching as
they are transformed into “black gold” to support their school gardens. 7) The
requirement for DOH to participate in the working group ensures that schools, and those
responsible for public health, can together create an appropriately-sized set of
regulations and safety measures that allow food grown on campus to be sold to benefit
the school, because they have been confirmed as pathogen free. 8) The introduction of
composting systems on campus provide science and math curriculum opportunities to
meet national standards.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.




Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



99 O‘ahu
Chapter
SURFRIDER
FOUNDATION

House Bill 1577: Relating to Composting
In Strong Support
Hearing Date: Thursday February9th, 2017
Hearing Time: 8:30 AM
Place: Conference Room 325
Committee: Energy & Environmental Protection

Aloha Chair Lee and members of the House Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection,

| am writing on behalf of the Surfrider Foundation’s Oahu Chapter in strong support of
HB 1577 relating to composting pilot projects in the Department of Education (DOE).

One of Surfrider Oahu’s most innovative and successful program is the Ocean Friendly
Gardens (OFG) initiative and the Surfblitz program. Our members and volunteers have engaged
in landscape revitalization by understanding the connection of health soils and at home food
production to the future health of our nearshore ecosystems and oceans. In the past 3 years we
have built more than 20 OFG’s around Oahu following a program directive of CPR —
Conservation, Permeability, and Retention. These concepts are the foundation of having
healthy watersheds. In designing landscapes under this umbrella of sustainability we have come
to realize the high value of composting to amend our soils. By transferring nutrients from our
food waste to the soils we are creating a closed loop system in which natural processes are
used to amend the soil that provides us food.

This program has engaged home owners, but because we are using the power of a
volunteer network we are also engaging keiki in the program. At each of our garden builds we
have workshops where the youth are engaged in the process of creating healthy soils, a living
landscape, and a food sources at home. This early childhood education is a living laboratory
with immense educational potential.

Already in Oahu, schools have shown a model of progress in diverting food waste into
composting systems that are then in turn used to have mini-agriculture systems on campus.
While traditional systems of classroom education still have a place, hands-on experience shows
much higher learning retention and engagement possibilities. Farming and agricultural systems
in particular have the potential to cross multiple disciplines of study in one living classroom.
Students are connected to biology, botany, chemistry, mathematics, economics, engineering,
resource management, cultural knowledge, and team work all in one space.



Our food waste problem is one that could be considered tragic considering the amount
of people going without. Nearly 30% of all consumer food is wasted — going to landfills or
incinerators which are not part of a closed loop that maximizes the potential for a regenerative
economy.

This program would have the potential for the DOE to cut its disposal pickup frequency
and tipping fees by 50%, resulting in an estimated 7-9 million fewer pounds of wet, organic
waste and paper entering Hawaii’s landfills and incinerator(s). Governor Ige, as well as the
Aloha+ Challenge, have called for doubling local food production by 2020. For this to work,
students have to be engaged early to learn about building soil through composting and utilizing
organic resources. The Aloha+ Challenge calls for reducing the solid waste stream prior to
disposal by 70 percent by 2030 through source reduction, recycling, bioconversion, and landfill
diversion methods. This goal, signed by the Governor, four county Mayors, Office of Hawaiian
Affairs, State Legislature, and Hawai‘i Green Growth public-private partners across the state,
has no hope of being achieved unless the largest sources of waste, like DOE, are addressed.

Surfrider is very excited about the possibilities of introducing these systems to schools.
Healthy soils are great filters for stormwater runoff and a future generation versed in growing
their own food will lead to a more stable economy with less reliance on imported materials.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.

Rafael Bergstrom
Oahu Chapter Coordinator, Surfrider Foundation



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 7:27 AM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: yusuf.misdag@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/8/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| YosufMisdag | Nefisa UK | Support | No

Comments: Composting is what every Hawai'ian should be doing. | presently live in
Makiki and witness daily what is thrown away which could otherwise be composted. And
| wonder where it is heading, day after day, week after week. This is a wonderfully
thought-out measure and | urge you to support it. We cannot take all that this island
gives to us of happiness, healing and goodness without at least doing the very minimum
required of us in return. | thank you for your time, as will the land itself, should you
support this measure. Yusuf Misdag.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 3:11 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: dana@danaland.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM*
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Dana Land | Plastic Free Hawaii ||  Support | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 9:07 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: adrianaquijanohi@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM*
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese?‘t at
Hearing
| Adriana Quijano || ANO SWIMWEAR | Support | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 7:25 AM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: zach.mermel@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/8/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Zachary Mermel || Individual | Support | No

Comments: | strongly support this measure, for the benefit of future generations of
Hawaii's residents, and the health of the 'aina in general.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 5:59 AM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: jhtakaya@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/8/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| JessicaSwart | Individual | Support | No

Comments: Many DOE schools participate in Agricultual programs, including Kea'au
High School, where | teach. For Agricultural programs, composting would be beneficial
For soil enrichment and waste reduction. For students, learning composting techniques
would help to broaden their skill sets and allow them to see food growing as a self-
fulfilling cyclical process, that they are proactive members of.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 4:08 AM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: suzannakinsey@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM*
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/8/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
|  SuzannaKinsey | Individual | Support | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 11:09 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: tika_bean@hotmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Erica Scott I Individual | Support | No

Comments: Aloha, my name is Erica Scott and | am a Makiki resident and | strongly
support this bill.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 10:06 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: klahaela@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese?‘t at
Hearing

Jennifer Kimiko -

LaHaela Walter Individual Support No

Comments: Aloha, | am in strong support of the bill to implement a pilot project where
our keiki have the opportunity to have a hands on experience in steps toward food
sustainability and waste management. Anything that gets our keiki involved in the food
production and waste recycling system is an incredible learning opportunity for them to
truly understand how their food system works! It should be a fundamental criteria in
schools that children learn how to be stewards of the Earth and, specifically, food
sovereignty for our island keiki. | urge you to pass this bill as a starting point to reduce
food waste in schools and bolster our keiki's knowledge about food systems. Mahalo for
reading my testimony.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 10:00 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: rachelrounds@hotmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM*
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
|  RachelRounds || Individual | Support | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 9:48 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: tylermcmurtry@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM*
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Tyler McMurtry || Individual | Support | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 9:31 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: noheam23@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM*
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| NoheaMarlow | Individual | Support | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 8:48 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: nanueiki@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM*
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Emma Yuen I Individual | Support | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 8:03 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: hiartrecycle@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Marsha Hee I Individual | Support | No

Comments: | fully support the intent of HB1577 to establish a composting pilot project in
DOE schools. This action directly supports state efforts to reduce our wastestream by
increasing the practice of reusing and recycling through composting our organics, which
is about 20% of our waste stream. | support funds to provide the necessary training,
instruction, supplies, management and development of effective strategies and
infrastructure to support the composting of organics generated in our public schools.
Examples of successful school and community intiatives demonstrate the value of
composting in our schools. The resulting compost made at schools is available for use
in campus landscaping with potential cost savings and provide for garden education and
projects that extend health, science and nutrition lessons. State funded composting for
public schools is needed to support what teachers themselves have strived for. For an
island state, let us invest in the long term benefits of teaching our children the
knowledge and skills towards wise use of natural resources that contribute to
sustainability and resilience for generations to come. | strongly urge you to pass
HB1577.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



HB 523 - Requires all State agencies to reasonably provide and maintain onsite
collection methods at buildings and facilities under an agency's jurisdiction for
the collection of recyclable materials. Appropriates funds.
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure indiv.aspxebilltype=HB&billnumber=523

This is an essential first step to Hawaii having a zero waste commitment. This is the
only respectable thing to do, especially in that we must lead the way within
State agencies and buildings to honor and respect the land and the future
generations. No other organism on Earth generates waste. It's our time to wake
up and let go of gross, wasteful, dangerous, and a rather archaic and disgusting
way of making garbage, and in the public eye no less. You are the
leaders...please lead in this most fundamental of practices.

HB1545 - Prohibits the use of polystyrene food and beverage containers in state-
owned and state-run buildings and facilities beginning 1/1/2020. Requires that
food and beverages be packed in compostable containers. Prohibits new
contracts to purchase polystyrene food or beverage containers beginning
1/1/2018.
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspxebilltype=HB&billnumber=154
S

POLYSTYRENE IS CARCINOGENIC. It was absurdly embarrassing to think that
people such as former mayor Billy Kenoi, actually stated that the shift to
compostable containers would wreak havoc on our food outlets. Many of us
refuse to buy anything in Styrofoam. To do so is to open your cellular body to
carginogenic toxicity. Is that what Hawai'i stands for. This is a smalll first step to a
FOAM FREE HAWAII... PLEASE PASS THIS WITH FLYING COLORS. Now, more than
ever, we are looking for your courage and ecological literacy,=.

HB1577 - Establishes a composting pilot project in DOE schools. Establishes a pilot
project working group. Appropriates funds.
hitp://www.capitol.hawdii.gov/measure_indiv.aspxebilltype=HB&billnumber=157

7&year=2017

YES, let’'s teach the children, there is no waste, just a cycling of nutrients from K
through college. Please pass this unanimously. Who could be against this but
someone unaware ecologically and uncaring for the future of our children’s
health.


http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=523
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1545
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1545
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1577&year=2017
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1577&year=2017

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 7:25 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: jrodwell@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Jennifer Rodwell || Individual | Support | No

Comments: Aloha Chairs and Representatives of the House Committees on Energy &
Environmental Protection and Agriculture, My name is Jennifer Rodwell and | live in
lovely Palolo valley. | work as a substitute teacher in both Hawaii Sate Schools and
Public Charter Schools in this area for almost 7 yrs and | strongly support this bill. I have
a background in Conservation Biology and Sustainability that | bring to the kids | work
with and help educate them about their own personal health as well as health of the
environment. For them to see their schools and government taking an active step in this
direction by establishing a composting pilot project in DOE schools would send a strong
message to these children and their parents. A message that will be the legacy of this
legislative session and a message that would align what they learn in school with the
actions that adults and their government take on their behalf. | encourage you to accept
this measure and set the example. Below is some evidence to assist you in
understanding the pros to begin composting in State Schools. This project would collect
data on the estimated 10 million annual pounds of organics that could be kept out of the
waste stream if schools were to establish on-campus composting. Creates a hands-on
learning experience about food sovereignty and soil building for students. Schools that
have implemented this show high engagement by students. Keiki need to understand
science, resource management, and the economies involved through learning
laboratories that engage them in the process outside of the books. The potential for the
DOE to cut its disposal pickup frequency and tipping fees by 50%, resulting in an
estimated 7-9 million fewer pounds of wet, organic waste and paper entering Hawaii’s
landfills and incinerator(s). Governor Ige, as well as the Aloha+ Challenge, have called
for doubling local food production by 2020. For this to work, students have to be
engaged early to learn about building soil through composting and utilizing organic
resources. The Aloha+ Challenge calls for reducing the solid waste stream prior to
disposal by 70 percent by 2030 through source reduction, recycling, bioconversion, and
landfill diversion methods. This goal, signed by the Governor, four county Mayors,
Office of Hawaiian Affairs, State Legislature, and Hawai‘i Green Growth public-private
partners across the state, has no hope of being achieved unless the largest sources of
waste, like DOE, are addressed. On-site composting systems and programs provided a
much-needed opportunity for students to practice diverting resources to their highest



and best use and watching as they are transformed into “black gold” to support their
school gardens. The requirement for DOH to participate in the working group ensures
that schools, and those responsible for public health, can together create an
appropriately-sized set of regulations and safety measures that allow food grown on
campus to be sold to benefit the school, because they have been confirmed as
pathogen free. The introduction of composting systems on campus provide science and
math curriculum opportunities to meet national standards. If passed this bill would align
perfectly with HB1545 which proposes banning Styrofoam in all governmental
institutions many of which would be schools. This would promote the use of
biodegradable plates which are an essential component to composting food waste as
this carbon source is necessary in the composting/breakdown process - close to zero
waste and big financial, savings and/or production! Mahalo nui for your time, hard work
and consideration!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 4:54 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: rdacks@hawaii.edu

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Rachel Dacks | Individual | Support | No

Comments: This bill has so many benefits! It provides an opportunity for our children to
connect with the natural world. It reduces waste in our landfills. It creates organic
fertilizers for growing more food. It's a win, win, win situation.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 4:54 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: mollymamaril@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM*
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Molly Mamaril || Individual | Support | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 3:59 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: haleyrandell9@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM*
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Haley Randell || Individual | Support | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 3:54 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: dawilkinson83@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM*
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Drew Wilkinson | Individual | Support | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 3:38 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: lydibernal@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Lydi Morgan Bernal || Individual | Support | No

Comments: Composting is KEY to reducing waste and growing food security in Hawaii.
Learning to recycle nutrients is an essential skill for Hawaii's students to obtain. Thank
you for hearing this bill!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 3:08 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: misscummings@hotmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Laura Cummings || Individual | Support | No

Comments: My name is Laura Cummings and | am a resident of Haleiwa and work at
Sunset Beach Elementary School. | am writing in full support of HB1577. *The potential
for the DOE to cut its disposal pickup frequency and tipping fees by 50%, resulting in an
fewer pounds of "trash" entering Hawaii's landfills. *Composting systems on campuses
and programs to teach composting provide a needed opportunity for students to
practice diverting waste and using resources wisely. *Composting systems on campus
provide science learning opportunities appropriate for both the Hawaii Content and
Performance Standards (what we currently use) as well as Next Generation Science
Standards (which have been adopted by our schools to switch to in the next couple of
years). Thank you for your time and consideration.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 2:59 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: justpeachy242@yahoo.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1577 on Feb 9, 2017 08:30AM
HB1577

Submitted on: 2/7/2017
Testimony for EEP on Feb 9, 2